St Helen Chamber of Commerce
www.sainthelenchamber.net
Minutes for July 27, 2016
Meeting:  Called to order at 6:00 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance by President B. Van Meter 
Board Members in Attendance: Bev Van Meter, James Lyttle, Kathy Jernigan, Lori derPilibosian, John Sutter, Sheryl Lyttle

Members in Attendance:   Ed Bergeron, Ray Wlosinski, Barb Wlosinski
Approval of Minutes:  Motion to correct date from July to June at bottom of second page by S. Lyttle, with second by R. Wlosinski, Motion Carried.  Motion by J. Lyttle with support from B. Van Meter to approve minutes.  Motion Carried.
Approval of Treasurer's Report:  Motion by J. Lyttle with support by L. derPilibosian.  Motion Carried.
Committee Reports:

Correspondence/Hospitality:  Thank you for hosting the Meet and Greet presented by B. Van Meter.  Reminder to keep Rob Lacey in our thoughts by S. Lyttle.
Membership/Licensing: We still have a few tickets to sell.  We gained several new memberships.
Old Business:
A.  Meet & Greet:  The event went well despite all of the rumors.  The Chamber will have another Meet & Greet sometime in September, after the Primary Election.  Suggest that we make it from 6pm to 8pm, and require that the candidates RSVP.

B.  Big League Raffle:  L. derPilibosian will attempt to contact information for this ticket.  If we do not find the owner, we will keep the ticket as a Chamber ticket.
C.   Sign On I75:  We have not seen an invoice for the materials.   J. Lyttle will contact P. Peake for this.
New Business: 
A.  Annual Meeting: It was suggested that we use the VFW Hall this year and contact the local restaurants to cater.  The Chamber will supply Wine, Beer and Food.  We discussed many ideas and decided that we should make this dinner a fundraiser for the We Care program here in St. Helen.  Auction, 50-50, Silent Auction, Drawings etc.  We would like to encourage all in attendance to bring non-perishable items as well.  The dinner will be October 26, 2016.  
B.  Donation to We Care:   The Chamber is going to support the We Care Program at the Annual Dinner.

C. Fireman's Memorial:  K. Jernigan and S. Lyttle will attend this event for the Chamber.  S. Lyttle will look for prizes in Oriental Trading for our table game.
D.  Cove Raffle:  and the Winner is ...Ticket #87.  The Civic Center of St. Helen.

E.  DDA:  The DDA is in need of our help.  A motion to have the Chamber hold funds for the DDA in the form of a donation, until requested,  by K. Jernigan, with support by J. Sutter.  Motion carried.  This will be a line item on our Treasurer's Report, but not part of the Chamber funds. 
F.  New Chamber Events:  The membership discussed several ideas that would bring people in to our town.  We are always in need of new and updated ideas for our events.  It is always good to evaluate events and update with new or different ideas.  Communication is the key to making any event successful and our most difficult area.  Getting the word out is very difficult, as there are so many different ways to communicate these days.  The Chamber sends out fliers for businesses to post.  We hope that every business member takes advantage of these, and reposts on their social media sites and prints a copy to display in their business.   
Comments from those in attendance:
Ray Wlsoinski, President of the DirtPackers,  updated the Chamber on events that the Dirt Packers are having. Dirtpackers is having a ride to collect coats on Labor Day, a Memorial Ride, and ORV training. The events are listed in the Calendar below.  

Ed Bergeron advised the Chamber of events that the DDA is having.  The DDA has two vacancies and is looking for community members to fill these.  It you know of anyone who is interested, please contact Ed.
John Sutter updated the membership on the We Care program here in St. Helen.  The group will be putting boxes in local business to collect food as people close their cottage for the season.
 Motion to adjourn by J. Lyttle at 7:14 pm with support from J. Sutter
Respectfully submitted by Sheryl Lyttle. 
Community Dates to Remember:

August 6, 2016 DirtPackers ORV Safety Class@ Snowpackers Club House.
                           Registration @ St. Helen Power Sports 989-389-4961
August 7, 2016 DirtPackers Family ORV Ride.  

August 13, 2016 DirtPackers Memorial Ride, P. Colby is organizer  

Labor Day Weekend Ride.  DirtPackers Slightly used Coat Drive Ride.

Closing the Cottage for the Season - We Care donation boxes in local businesses for food items.

September 17, 2016 DirtPackers Womens ride/BBQ
Fall Color Tours
Annual Fall Decorating Contest

October 26, Annual Membership Dinner

October 29, 2016 Trunk or Treat

December 2, 2016 Christmas Parade

December 17, 2016 Time to Shine contest

We have many events that are happening in our Saint Helen  Area.  This is a partial list of Dates.  Please check the following web pages for more details and events.
www.sthelenchamber.net      www.dirtpackers.org    

 www.sainthelensnowpackers.com     www.bluegillfestival.com     www.sthelenfireworks.com
Our next meeting will be at 6:00 pm August 31,  2016
 Our Regular Meetings are on the last Wednesday of the Month.

